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Notes, Short Comments, and Answers
to Correspondents.

GIBRALTAR.

Sir F. Evans, K.C.M.G., C.V.O., Colonial Secretary of Gibraltar,
reporting on the Blue book for 1910, gives the present estimated
population as 23,310, that being, of course, the total of both
civil and military elements. We have already, and recently,
reviewed Major Fowler’s excellent report on the sanitary
administration of Gibraltar (see THE LANCET, July 8th, p. 117).
Although the death-rate was 18’0 per 1000, as compared with
15’09 in 1909, the general sanitary condition was satisfactory
throughout the year. The rainfall was 24-01 in., or about 9 in.
below the average (3333 in.) of the last 115 years, whereas in

1909 it was 55’00 in., or 22 above the average. The greatest rainfall in
24 hours in 1910 was 4’53 in. on Dec. 4th. The total number of

patients treated in the Colonial Hospital was 673, including 43
remaining in the hospital at the end of 1909. The daily average
number under treatment was 45 and the number remaining at the
end of the year 1910 was 63. There were 34 deaths. The surgical
operations numbered 179. with 7 deaths. The out-patients
totalled 10,615. There were 15 patients in the small-pox branch
of the hospital and 4 died. In the course of his general
observations Sir F. Evans remarks: "Better means of communica-
tion with the adjoining country are required. There is an

excellent steamboat service between Gibraltar and Algeciras
across the bay, but to get to the country beyond the town of
La Linea, which is separated from Gibraltar by less than a mile of
fairly good road, running across the neutral ground, there is only the
sea-shore available. What is much wanted is a well-kept carriage
road to join La Linea up with the village of Campamento. If this
were provided-and I have reason to believe that survess are being
made with a view to the construction of a road-it would assuredly
lead to the opening up of the neighbouring country, and prove of con-
siderable advantage to the residents of Gibraltar, while indirectly
adding to the prosperity of the town." The country round the bay of
Gibraltar is beautiful, the climate is excellent, and there is no reason
to doubt that if proper means of communication were provided many
villa residences would soon be built, many persons regarding the
situation as rivalling that of any town in the Riviera, both as regards
climate and surroundings. The number of persons who pay brief
visits to Gibraltar has largely increased of late years. Many stay only
a few hours, but others make the place their headquarters from which
to visit Spain and Morocco.

A WARNING.

To the Editor of THE LANCET.

SIR,-I should like to warn the profession in London against a man
who took some silver articles from my waiting-room a few days ago.
He is about 30, well dressed, and speaks with a foreign accent. He

presented a card with a foreign name, was clean shaven, and wore
" fairy" pince-nez, and carried a book and a parcel, but seems to haye
called elsewhere the same day under a different name, carrying nothing
and (?) wearing a moustache, but no glasses. He showed knowledge
not given by the doorplate, and named a friend, who does not know
him. Two people here could identify him. The telephone number
is 1773 Mayfair, and I should be glad to trace him.

I am, Sir, yours faithfully,
FRANCES EDE.

13, Upper Barkeley-street, Portman-square, W., July 31st, 1911.

MEDICAL CERTIFICATES FOR COUNCIL WORKMEN.

’THE Westminster City Council has for some time past had under con- I
sideration in committee the question of making a new Standing
Order as to the certification of illness of workmen. The Highways
Committee recently forwarded to the General Purposes Committee a
suggested Standing Order providing, inter alia, that in any case in
which the committee might deem it expedient sick pay should be
subject to the production, at the cost of the council, of a certificate
from a medical practitioner appointed by the council that the
workman or servant was unable to perform his duties.

After perusing the return of workmen’s absences during the

month of April, 1911. and discussing the matter of the medi-
cal certificates received since the operation of the new Standing
Order, the Highways Committee recommended that in the case of
any man absent from work by reason of illness the assistant city
engineer should be autliorised to obtain a report from Dr. Norton
should he deem it desirable, and the committee suggested that
Standing Order LXXXI. should be thus amende I. The proposal
made by the Highways Committee is one which, if adopted, should
in the opinion of the General Purposes Committee, be made

applicable to all departments of the council, but before recommend-
ing its permanent adoption the committee thought it should be tried

temporarily. and the council, on that committee’s recommendation,
has agreed that the suggestion should be tried as an experiment in
the Highways Department until Dec. 31st next, the assistant city
engineer to submit at the end of that period a statement giving
particulars of the cases dealt with and a report on the result.

THE BATHS OF FOSTYEN.
WE have received a brochure which gives an interesting account of this
Hungarian health resort and of the methods of treatment adopted
there. Postyen, the Hungarian name, or Pistyan the German name,
is situated in Upper Hungary, 468 feet above the sea, and is pictur-
esquely surrounded by the sloping hills of the lesser Carpathians.
It can be reached from Budapest in 3&frac14; hours, from Vienna in
3 hours, and from Berlin in 13 hours. The natural therapeutic agents
are a strong sulphur thermal spring, and a warm mud richly impreg-
nated with sulphur. There are also the numerous appliances pro-
viding for radiant light and electric treatment. The mud is decidedly
radio-active, a property which it retains even when transported abroad
for curative purposes. The cases which benefit at Postyen comprise
rheumatic affections, sciatica, lumbago, gout, and skin diseases.

Samples of both the mud and water may be obtained at the London
agency, The p&oacute;sty&eacute;n Thermal Supply Company, 47, Gerrard-street,
London, W. The accommodation at P&ouml;sty&eacute;n is ample, and special
efforts are made to secure the comfort of the visitors, while social
attractions are not forgotten. The country around is interesting.

CENTRIFUGES FOR BACTERIOLOGICAL RESEARCH AND
_GENERAL USE.

As is well known, bacteriological research is receiving very con-
siderable assistance from the remarkable improvements which of
late years have been made in the apparatus employed for the

purpose. This is evident from a very complete list of apparatus,
which Messrs. Chas. Hearson and Co., Limited, of 235, Regent-street,
London, W., have recently issued. Besides Hearson’s well-known

incubators, and especially the latest ("the anhydric electric

incubator"), in which an absolutely constant temperature is main-
tained by electric current, for the cultivation of micro-organisms,
researches in embryology, histology, and so forth, there are now a
series of cleverly designed centrifuges which run at speeds up ta
25,000 revolutions per minute and yet which are durable and "quiet
working." The list is well worth studying not only in regard to
the refinements of bacteriological temperatures and methods of

separation, but also in regard to other apparatus (chiefly for in-

cubation purposes), the efficiency of which is based on a similar

attention paid to exact demands.

THE PINE-YPTA DISINFECTOR.

THIS is a simple device for ensuring the distribution at regular
intervals of a certain amount of disinfectant fluid in the flushing
cistern. It acts automatically with each flush, the principle of the
disinfector being simply that of a syphon. It consists of a neat

glazed earthenware pot containing a greasy paste of, amongst other
things, pine oil and eucalyptus. There is a lid which screws tight ta
a rubber band. The lid is hollow and hump-shaped. There is a

perforation at the top of the "hump" and a similar perforation
below. The "hump" acts as the syphon. As the cistern fills water
enters the lower hole of the disinfector filling the hollow " hump."
At rest a certain amount of disinfectant is dissolved. When the
cistern is emptied it is obvious that as the water-line lowers to the
level of the lower hole of the disinfector the contents are discharged
into the cistern. The apparatus, which can be obtained from the
Pine-Ypta Automatic Disinfector Company, Limited, 22, Tib-street,
Market-street, Manchester, works well and automatically after it has
once been placed in the right position. Its action suffuses a very
agreeable smell, which is acceptable in its way, but between

deodorisation and sterilisation there is a gap.

INTERNATIONAL CONGRESS ON TUBERCULOSIS, ROME.
WE are informed by Mr. J. J. Perkins, the honorary secretary of the
National Association for the Prevention of Consumption, 20, Hanover
square, London, that the Rome authorities have decided to postpone
this Congress, which was to have been held in Rome from Sept. 24th
to 30th, 1911, until April, 1912. Further particulars will be published.
Previous references to this Congress appeared in THE LANCET of
March llth (p. 708) and March 18th (p. 755), 1911.

COMMUNICATIONS not noticed in our present issue will receive attention
in our next. 

_____

A DIARY OF CONGRESSES.

THE following Congresses, Conferences, and Exhibitions are announced
for 1911:-

April-October.-Rome Exhibition (United Italy’s Jubilee).
.. 29th-Oct. 26th (Turin).-International Exhibition.

May 3rd-Oct. 31st (Glasgow).-Scottish Exhibition.
" 6th-Oct. 31st (Dresden).-International Hygiene Exhibition

(British Section opens June 14th).
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May 12th-Oct. 31st (London, Crystal Palace).-Festival of Empire
Imperial Exhibition. (Profits to King Edward VII.
Hospital Fund.)

" 18th-October 31st (London, Shepherd’s Bush).-Coronation
Exhibition.

" 19th-Oct. 31st (London).-Earl’s Court Exhibition.
June lat-August 31st (Squirrels Heath, Romford).-Town Planning

and Modern House and Cottage Exhibition.
July 31st-August 5th (Dijon).-Congress of the French Association

for the Advancement of Sciences.

.-August Ist-6th (Amiens).-Twenty-first French Congress of Alienists
and Neurologists.

" 3rd-5th (London).-British Dental Association, Annual

Meeting.
.,, 12th-18th (Brussels).-First International Congress on Child

Study.
, 12th-30th.-E.M.I. (Enseignement M&eacute;dico-mutuel Inter-

national) Tour in Scandinavia.
... 15th-21st (Dublin).-Royal Institute of Public Health.
" 21st-23rd (Larvik).-Fourteenth Norwegian Physicians

Congress.
" 28th-Sept. llth (South-East of France).-Eleventh "Voyage

d’Etudes M&eacute;dicales."

4. 30th-Sept. 2nd (Berlin).-Third International Laryngo.
Rhinological Congress.

,, 30th-Sept. 6th (Portsmouth).-British Association.
" 31st and Sept. 1st (Vancouver).-Thirteenth Annual Meeting ’

of the British Columbia Medical Association.

Sept. 4th-9th (Yarmouth).--Sanitary Inspectors’ Association. Annual
Conference. 

,

... 5th-7th (Philadelphia).-American Electro-therapeutic Asso-
ciation.

... 9th-llth (Ostend).-Fifteenth Flemish Nature and Medical
Congress.

a, 11th-13th (Vienna).-German Urological Society.
,, llth-15th (Berlin).-Third International Conference on Jnfan-.

tile Mortality (Gouttes de Lait).
&laquo; 11th-16th (The Hague).-Thirteenth International Congress on

Alcoholism. 
,

,, 12th-15th.-Celebration of the 500th Anniversary of the
Foundation of the University of St. Andrews. -

,, 18th-23rd (Sydney).-Australasian Medical Congress.
&laquo; 23rd-Oct. 21st (London, Olympia).-Electrical Exhibition.
,, 25th-29th (Karlsruhe).-Eighty-third Meeting of German

Physicists and Physicians.
,, 26th-28th (Louisville, Ky.).-American Association of Obstetri-

cians and Gynecologists.
,, 26th-30th (Brussels).-Third Congress of the International

Society of Surgery and Exhibition of Fractures.
" 29th (Edinburgh).-Association of Veterinary Officers of

Health. Annual Meting.
September (Genoa).-International Exhibition of Marine Hygiene.

" (Turin).-Congress of the Association of Italian Railway
Physicians.

" (Landon).-Bakers’ and Confectioners’ Exhibition.
" (Manchester).-Second Conference of the British Hos-

pitals Association.
September-November (Antwerp).-International Exhibition of Ali-

mentation, Brewing, Wines, and Liqueurs.
. Oct. 1st-4th (Li&eacute;ge).-Second Congress of Alimentation.

" 2ad-5th (Turin).-International Congress of Pathology.
" 2nd-6th (London, Royal Horticultural Hall).-Seventh London

Medical Exhibition.

,, 2nd-7th (Dresden).-Third International Housing Congress.
,, 2nd-7th (Paris).-French Congress of Surgery, Twenty-fourth

Annual Congress.
.. 3rd-6th (London).-Dairy Show.
" 5th-8th (Turin).&mdash;Fourth National Congress of Hygiene.
" 9th-l2th (Turin).-Twenty-first Congress, Italian Society of

Internal Medicine.

,, 9th-13th (Cologne).-Seventh International Congress of

Criminal Anthrcpology.
.,, 22nd and 23rd (Lyons).-Twelfth French Congress of Medicine.
,, 25th-27th (New York City).-Annual Conference of Sanitary

Officers of the State of New York.
October (Paris).-International Sanitary Conference (to Revise the

International Sanitary Convention of 1903).
" (Paris).-First Congress of the International Medical

Association for the Prevention of War.
..November (London).-Motor Exhibition.

,, (Manchester).-Smoke Abatement Exhibition.
Dec. 4th-9th (Havana, Cuba).-American Public Health Association.

. December (Moscow).-Third Pan-Hussian Therapeutical Congress.
in 1912 :-

Jan. 20th-27th (Hong-Kong).-Second Biennial Congress of the .Far
Eastern Association of Tropical Medicine.

April (Rome).-Seventh International Congress on Tuberculosis.
" (Rome).-Seventh International Congress of Daimatology and

Syphilology.
Spring (London).-Second Optical Convention.
May 31st-June 2nd (Berlin).-Sixth International Congress of

Obstetrics and Gynaecology.
May (London).-International Horticultural Exhibition.
July (Liverpool).-British Medical Association, Eightieth Annual

Meeting.
Sept. 23rd-28th (Washington, D.C.).-Fifteenth International Con.

gress on Hygiene and Demography.
September (Prague).-International Congress of Radiology and

Medical Electrology.
(Budapest).-Tuberculosis Exhibition.
(Stockholm).-Olympic Games.

In 1913:-

Aug. 6th-12th.-(London).-Seventeenth International Congress of
Medicine.

(London).-Historical Medical Exhibition. (Organised by Mr.
Henry S. Well come.) 

,

(Chicago).-Congress of the International Association of Refri-

geration.

Medical Diary for the ensuing Week.
LECTURES, ADDRESSES, DEMONSTRATIONS, &c.
POST-GRADUATE COLLEGE, West London Hospital, Hammersmith-

road, W.
TUESDAY.-10 A.M., Dr. Robinson: Gynaecological Operations.

2 P.M., Medical and Surgical Clinics. X Rays. Operations. Dr.
Davis: Diseases of the Throat, Nose, and Ear. 2.30 P.M., Dr,
Abraham: Diseases of the Skin. 5 P.M., Lecture :-Dr. Low:
Malaria.

WEDNESDAY.-10 A.M., Dr. Saunders : Diseases of Children. Dr.
Davis : Operations of the Throat, Nose, and Ear. 12 15 PM.,
Lecture :-Dr. Bernstein: Clinical Pathology. 2 P.M., Medical
and Surgical Clinics. X Rays. Operations. Mr. B. Harman:

Diseases of the Eye. 2.30 P.M., Dr. Simson: Diseases of
Women.

THURSDAY.-10 A.M , Surgical Registrar : Demonstration of Cases in
Wards. 2 P.M., Medical and Surgical Clinics. X Rays. Opera-
tions. 2.30 P.M., Mr. Dunn : Diseases of the Eye.

FRIDAY.-10 A.M., Dr. Robinson : Gynaecologicai Operations. Dr.

Simson: Gynaecological Demonstration. 2 P.m., Medical and

Surgical Clinics. X Rays. Operations. Dr. Davis : Diseases of
the Throat, Nose, and Ear. 2.30 P.M., Dr. Abraham: Diseases
of the Skin. 5 P.M., Lecture :-Dr. Morton: Radio-therapeutics
and the Use of Solid Carbon Dioxide.

SATURDAY.-10 A.M., Dr. Saunders: Diseases of Children. Medical

Registrar: Demonstration of Cases in Wards. Dr. Davis : -.

Operations of the Throat, Nose, and Ear. Mr. B. Harman :
Diseases of the Eye. 2 P.M., Medical and Surgical Clinics.
X Rays. Operations. 

____

OPERATIONS.
METROPOLITAN HOSPITALS.

MONDAY (7th).-London (2 P.M.), St. Bartholomew’s (1.30 P.M.), St.
Thomas’s (3.30 P.M.), St. George’s (2 P.M.), St. Mary’s (2.30 P.M.),
Middlesex (1.30 P.M.), Westminster (2 P.M.), Chelsea (2 P.M.),
Samaritan (Gynaecological, by Physicians, 2 P.M.), Soho-square
(2 P.M.), Gt. Northern Central (2.30 P.M.), West London (2.30 P.M.),
London Throat (9.30 A.M.), Royal Free (2 P.M.), Guy’s (1.30 P.M.),
Children, Gt. Ormond-street (9 A.M.), St. Mark’s (2.30 P.M.), Central
London Throat and Ear (Minor 9 A.M., Major 2 P.M.).

TUESDAY (8th).-London (2 P.M.), St. Bartholomew’s (1.30 P.M), St.
Thomas’s (3.30 P.M.), Guy’s (1.30 P.M.), Middlesex (1.30 P.M.), West-
minster (2 P.M.), West London, (2.30 P.M.), University College
(2 P.M.), St. George’s (1 P.M.), St. Mary’s (1 P.M.), St. Mark’s
(2.30 P.M.), Cancer (2 P.M.), Metropolitan (2.30 P.M.), London Throat
(9.30 A.M.), Samaritan (9.30 A.M. and 2.30 P.M.), Throat, Golden-
square (9.30 A.M.), Soho-square (2 P.M.), Chelsea (2 P.M.), Children,
Gt. Ormond-street (9 A.M. ana 2 P.M., Ophthalmic, 2 P.M.), Totten-
ham (2.30 P.M.), Central London Throat and Ear (Minor, 9 A.M.,
Major, 2 P.M.), Royal National Orthopaedic (9.30 A.M. and 4 P.M.).

WEDNESDAY (9th).-St. Bartholomew’s (1.30 P.M.), University College
(2 P.M.), Royal Free (2 P.M.), Middlesex (1.30 P.M.), Charing Cross
(3 P.M.), St. Thomas’s P.M.), London (2 P.M.), King’s College
(2 P.M.), St. George’s (Ophthalmic, 1 P.M.), St. Mary’s (2 P.M.),
St. Peter’s (2 P.M.), Samaritan (9.30 A.M. and 2.30 P.M.), Gt. Northern
Central (2.30 P.M.), Westminster (2 P.M.), Metropolitan (2.30 P.M.). B,
London Throat (9.30 A.M.), Cancer (2 P.M.), Throat, Golden-square
(9.30 A.M.), Guy’s (1.30 P.M.), Royal Ear (2 P.M.), Children, Gt.

’ Ormond-street (9 A.M. and 9.30 A.M., Dental, 2 P.M.), Tottenham


